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• Sacristy: The sacristy is the room where the priest prepares for Mass. The priest 
obviously prepares in practical ways like putting vestments, but he also spiritually 
prepares to lead all of us into the mystery of Christ’s life, death, and Resurrection.

• Altar: In religions throughout history, the altar has been a place where people offer 
sacrifices to God. At Mass, the altar is where the priest consecrates the Eucharist. In 
a mystical way, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is made present again in the Eucharist.

• Tabernacle: The tabernacle is where the Eucharist is kept after it has been 
consecrated. Jesus is fully present to us in the Eucharist in the tabernacle.

• Sanctuary lamp: The sanctuary lamp is a special light that continuously glows to 
remind us that Christ is present in the Eucharist in the tabernacle. The sanctuary 
lamp is only extinguished on Good Friday when we move the Eucharist out of the 
church as a reminder of Christ’s death.

• Ambo: The ambo is the podium where the Word of God is proclaimed. Whenever 
anyone is speaking from the ambo, it is an opportunity for us to hear about the work 
of God through all of salvation history.

• Statue of Mary: When we see people reverencing or kneeling before the statue of 
Mary, they are not worshipping the statue. The statue of Mary is simply a reminder 
to reach out to Mary in prayer. When we ask for Mary to pray for us, we express 
our love to her as Jesus’ mother and she returns our love, helps us know the love of 
Christ, and brings our prayers to Him.

• Statues, stained glass windows, and other images of saints: Our churches have 
images of saints because the saints are people who can inspire us and who can help 
us know and love God as they did. Churches are often decorated with the images 
of the saint the parish is named after or saints from a religious order the parish is 
connected to.

• Intercessory candles: In religions throughout history, flames and candles have 
symbolized prayers rising up to God. Our churches sometimes have candles in front 
of particular images or statues as a physical reminder of our prayer intentions.

• Area for musicians and/or choir: In most religious practices, music is an important 
part of worship. Catholic worship can include many different styles of music. It is 
important to remember not to just sing along but really pray the words in the songs.

• Baptismal font: The baptismal font is used for baptizing people when they come 
into the Church. The Catholic Church typically baptizes people when they are 
babies, but adults are sometimes baptized during the Easter Vigil. The baptismal 
font reminds us that we are God’s sons and daughters, baptized into Christ’s life, 
death, and Resurrection.
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